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The Lebanese Consul in Istanbul, Antun Frans'is, is said to have made the .
following statements with regard to the various problems confronting Lebenon
in her relations with Turley and the Arzb countries:

Relations With Syria

Tbecmxlisraportedtohmintimtedthat,wtmteverttmpoliqofthusm
Govermment in the matter of Syrisn claims on the Hatay might be, Lebanon would
dlways be on the side of Syria. He stated that Syria and Lebanon had the same
imarestamdmbmmdbytheireommnbershipmﬂw&abuagm.m
Consul added that not even Irag (with Nuri Pasha Sa'id at the head of the
govermment) vould ever fail %o uphold Syria in her just claims. ,

Relations With Egypt

In speaking of Egyptfs differences with Great Britain over the Sudenssa
question, Frans'is is reported to have expressed full spmpathy with the
Egyptian cause. He explained that the intarnational situation todsy was
such that it was in the interest, not only of Syria and Lsbanon, but also
of all the Arab states, to show a united front in their relations with the
great powers, He admitted that it was becoming more and more necessary for
the Arab atates to turn to Soviet Russia for political backing and support:
bowever, he stressed the point that the Arab states wers not planning to
adopt the Soviet ideology.

_ Relations With Turkey

43 for Turco-Lebanese ralations, tha Consul is sald to have confirmsd tha fact
that a Lebanese delegation was expected in Ankara during the first wesks in
Pebruary, in order to discuss the exchange of Turkish preopsrty in Lebanon
and Lebanese

property in Turkey. Lebanese property in Turkey, he explained,
consisted of the following two classes:

(a) Property cnned by former Turkish citizens, now Lebanese subjects,
who live in Lebanon, even though, according to the Turkish law,
these landholders are no longer the legal owners, as thoy fled
from Turiny or were deported by the Turkish Goverument after the
Pirst World War: others fied from Turkey at the time of the
Turkish annexation of the Hatay. o S
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(b) froperty which zctually bolongedto lebaness citizens,
living in Turkey, "ebanon or elsevhers. In this instance,
the ¢iostion consisted in ovtaining permission from the
Tur:ish Government te allow those persons who wished
to co so to sell their property and to take the procecds

Jebancn, or to allow landowners te collect and transfer
to Lobanon the rents and revenues which have accrued from
their holdings. Considerable sums in ront are at present
frogen in Turicish banks.

h. In addition to those properties, thore are the pensions of forier
exmployees of the Uttoman Bank and various Turkish administrations,
now icbancse subjects, vho have not been paid for some time, and whe »
in order to receive these pensions, rust reside in Turkey. Yany of
these employees do not wish o cowe back to Turkey, as they are -
notr settled in Iebanon and, cven if they did so wish, would probably
act be granted the requisite visas by the Turiish Governmont.

$. The Yebanese Consul is reported to lave indicated that Turiey, in
return, claized tlie c.chanre of all Terlish property situated in
Lebanese territery, including that, new in litigation, which belongs
W the heirs of Gultan Abdul Fa:id. However, he said that no actizn
cgild be taen in this case before the Lebanese and Pzlestinian courts
hgd reached a decisicn.

6. The lLobangse deleyation to Turkoy would also discuss the question
cf a commercial treaty or a commercial modus vivendi betwoon Turie
and lebanon, according to Consul Frans'is.

. R —— itribited U Janury 107,
> degcribed similar protocols under consideraticn by the two
countries in secopber 1246,
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